126        REMINISCENCES OF W1NFIELD S. HANCOCK.
" To GENERAL W. S.  HANCOCK,
" Goodand kind General: Grateful for your thoughtful and generous action for the relief and support of this Institution in connection with many other charities of the State, the little orphan inmates who claim it as their only home bid you welcome to St. Vincent Infant Asylum. We thank our Heavenly Father that he has sent you here to restore peace and order, to bind up the broken hearts, to revive the hopes and make less wretched the suffering of our people, among whom, in the days of their prosperity, were once numbered many, very many, of the orphans' best friends, who now, alas, are themselves destitute. There is a pleasing belief, cherished by many, that a gift carries with it some special grace or blessing from Heaven. In the hope that this beautiful idea may be realized to the fullest extent in your behalf, we ask you to accept our humble gift, which has been prepared in this home of the helpless, expressly for you. We will offer up our prayers that it may please Him who has promised to be a Father to the fatherless, to bestow with this, our little gift, upon you and all dear to you His choicest blessings here below; and when, in the fullness of time, He shall call you and them to receive the reward of a worthy and well-spent life, that you shall all be united in a blessed and immortal home. May health and happiness be vouchsafed to you and yours, and, in the trials and difficulties which are inseparable from this life, may you always have the assistance of our good Lord, will ever pray the Little Orphans of St. Vincent Infant Asylum."
At the close of this touching and impressive ceremony, General Hancock accepted the testimonial in a few appropriate words. With eyes suffused with tears he received the caresses of the little orphans, who covered his hand with kisses, embraced his knees, and in every possible manner endeavored to make plain to him a sentiment which they were too young to comprehend, yet